


Case Study: David Letsoalo, Bird Guide

Since 2002, David Letsoalo has guided birders in the Magoebaskloof-Woodbush
area of the Limpopo province and is currently based at Kurisa Moya Nature Lodge.
He was awarded the BirdLife SA Eagle Award for the ‘Best Local Guide in South
Africa’ and serves as a Council member of BirdLife SA. While he undertakes birding
trips throughout the country, he specialises in the birding hotspots of Magoebaskloof

and the indigenous forest of Woodbush.

David has guided experienced birders from all over South Africa and is a sought-
after guide among international twitchers, due to his specialist expertise and years
of experience in the field. David trains and mentors guides from all over Limpopo. As
a member of various birding organisations, he has started to ‘green’ local schools

and educate young birders on avian conservation.
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Case Study: Sisonke Municipality, Development and Promotion of
Avitourism

Sisonke Municipality, located in the south-west of KwaZulu-Natal, on the border of
the Eastern Cape and Lesotho, identified avitourism as a key focus in its district
tourism plan. Research showed that while the area had many generic tourism assets,
it had no unique selling points to attract tourists. After identifying the comparative
advantages of the region, a district tourism plan was adopted around rail, mission
and avitourism. Though the municipality has a modest species count of 300, its high
rate of endemism (16%), as well as the availability of ‘specials’, such as the Blue

Swallow and Cape Parrot, make the area highly attractive to avitourists.

In terms of avitourism, the municipality has implemented plans to specifically target

avitourists, including:

establishing the Marutswa Forest Trail and Boardwalk, a joint initiative
between the Bulwer Biosphere and the Sappi-World Wildlife Fund Tree Routes
Partnership, with BirdLife SA and the Southern KwaZulu-Natal Birding Route
providing marketing support. The initiative comprises a network of arterial trails,

leading into an indigenous forest, where lookouts, jetties and viewpoints will be

erected to provide birders with multiple views of the various forest layers;

improving access roads to the remote Ntsikeni Nature Reserve, one of the
province’s most important wetlands, which is rich in bird life; and

promoting avitourism in the Sani Pass region, which comprises five birding
habitats.
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Case Study: Birding Africa — Specialist Avitourism Tour Operator

Birding Africa is a small tour company, based in Cape Town. In 2010, the esteemed
Birdwatch Magazine ranked the company in the top five most recommended global
bird tour companies. Their tours are led by a group of biologists, bird book authors and
conservationists, drawn together by a common passion — sharing their enthusiasm
for Africa’s birds with others. Since 1997, they have led personalised tours around
their home town of Cape Town and further into Africa, for top international tour
companies and small groups of birders.

Their day trips from Cape Town focus on finding the endemic fynbos, Karoo
and coastal birds that are unique to the region. Birding Africa also works with its
sister company, Cape Town Pelagics, in offering boat trips offshore in search of
albatrosses, to raise money for albatross conservation. Birding Africa’s longer
trips, of two to three weeks, focus on exploring the Cape, Kruger and Drakensberg
regions, either in the company of an experienced bird guide, or on a self-drive basis,
using local community sites at special birding spots. Callan Cohen, the Director of
the company, is the author of the acclaimed Southern African BirdFinder, a guide
to the best birding spots in Southern Africa, which is popular with both local and
international birders exploring the country.




Sources of Assistance for Avitourism Activities

SMME Support and Government Departments

Department of Trade and Industry (the dti) National Department of Tourism (NDT)

the dti Customer Contact Centre (general): General Enquiries: (012) 310 3911
0861 843 384

Tourism Directorate: (012) 394 1183 /1372
Website: www.thedti.gov.za

Website: www.tourism.gov.za

Tourism Enterprise Programme (TEP) Small Enterprise Development Agency
(Seda)
Tel.: (011) 880 3790 Tel.: (012) 441 1000
Website: www.tep.co.za Website: www.seda.org.za
Sources of Financial Assistance
Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) Khula Enterprise Finance Ltd (Khula)
Tel.: (011) 269 3000 Tel.: (012) 394 5560
Website: www.idc.co.za Website: www.khula.org.za
National Empowerment Fund (NEF) Business Partners Tourism Fund
Tel.: 0861 843 633 Tel.: (011) 480 8700
Website: www.nefcorp.co.za Website: www.businesspartners.co.za

Commercial Banks

A number of the large commercial banks have tourism finance desks that can be approached for
financial support.
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Industry Contact Details

Birding and Avitourism

BirdLife South Africa

General Enquires: (011) 789 1122

Bird clubs and general information
Website: www.birdlife.org.za

Avitourism and routes
Website: www.birdingroutes.co.za

South African National Parks (SANParks)

Tel.: (012) 426 5036
Website: www.sanparks.org.za

Other Key Contacts

Association of Southern African Travel
Agents (ASATA)

Tel.: (011) 327 7803

Website: www.asata.co.za

Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA)

Tel.: (012) 342 3642
Website: www.fairtourismsa.org.za

South African Youth Travel Confederation
(SAYTC)

Website: www.backpackingsouthafrica.co.za

the dti Avitourism in South Africa study can be downloaded via the dti website: www.thedlti.gov.za

Federated Hospitality Association of South
Africa (FEDHASA)

Tel.: (011) 467 5009

Website: www.fedhasa.co.za

Southern African Tourism Services
Association (SATSA)

Tel.: 086 12 72872

Website: www.satsa.com

Tourism Business Council of South Africa

(TBCSA)

Tel.: (012) 654 7525
Website: www.tbcsa.travel

Alternatively, contact the dti Tourism Directorate for further information:

Tel.: (012) 394 1183/ 1372
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the dti Tourism Directorate: (012) 394 1183/ 1372
the dti Customer Contact Centre: 0861 843 384
the dti Website: www.thedti.gov.za

the dti Campus
77 Meintjies Street
Sunnyside
Pretoria

0002
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